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Rion Dennis is the Legislative & Advocacy Strategist for Americans for Financial Reform 
and leads Capitol Hill outreach for the organization focusing on financial services 
legislation and regulation. Over a 20 year career in advocacy for progressive causes, 
Rion has worked for the Change to Win Labor Federation, where he led the lobbying 
portion of corporate accountability campaigns for companies resisting unionization and 
served as a Regional Director for the NAACP, leading campaigns to reform the criminal 
justice system, expand Medicaid and voting rights. In Rion’s time at ROC United, he 
lead the effort to increase the federal tipped minimum wage in Congress as well as 
coordinating all state and local policy campaigns for their nine worker centers across the 
country. As Executive Director of Progressive Maryland, the state’s largest progressive 
advocacy organization, Rion led numerous successful legislative campaigns which have 
enacted serious reforms within the state of Maryland, including budget and tax reform, 
re-enfranchisement of felon voting rights, criminal justice reform, marriage equality, 
worker protections, telecommunication and environmental regulations as well as 
election and civil rights protections. Rion Dennis lives in Largo, MD with his wife, Helen 
Bryant Dennis. 

 


